244                     IN LINE OF BATTLE.

Grant now determined to make sure of Jackson, and to
leave no enemy behind him. Soshe directed Sherman
and McClernand to march at once to Raymond.. On May
I4th Sherman and McPherson met the enemy near Jack-
son, and a lively engagement ensued. JBefore night tlit
Rebels were defeated, and were in full flight, and that
evening Grant, Sherman and McPherson met near the
State House. The next day Sherman set one division of
his army to work destroying the railroad, the arsenal, the
government* foundry, and various other military works. A
valuable cotton factory was also destroyed because the
machinery it contained, if regained by the Rebels, could
be easily converted into hostile uses. The penitentiary
was burned by convicts, who had been released by the
Rebels, and some other buildings were accidentally de-
sfroyed.

The Rebel General, Pemberton, with 25,000 men and 10
batteries, now sallied out from Vicksburg to attack Grant,
and the latter accordingly called back all of his corps to
assail Pemberton's position near Edward's Depot. Sherman
made a forced march of 20 miles, and that night, arriving
at Bolton, was ordered to move on Bridgeport to the
right. The enemy beaten, turned back to Vicksburg.
At Bridgeport Sherman was joined by Blair with his div-
ision, and they crossed the Big Black River. Pressing
steadily forward, by the morning of May i8th, Sherman
was on the Benton Road, commanding the Yazoo, thus
putting himself between the enemy at Vicksburg and the
forts on the Yazoo. Grant soon came up and placed the
whole'army in line of battle, Sherman being on the right.
When the advance was ordered, Sherman marched on the
Raines's Bluff Road, capturing the enemy's works and
camp, and taking many prisoners. On the morning ofston was to command.e attack in person* now all his prisoners, Then they went.strategic point,, fifty-twoline,he brow of in theime Sherman
